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Statement of Values

Enabling all pupils to participate in the full range of school life and activities, and to succeed to
their individual potential, forms the underlying principle upon which our provision of support for
learning is based and is a core part of Newcastle High School for Girls (NHSG) and the Girls’
Day Schools Trust (GDST)’s values.

Our school is committed to creating a positive learning environment which promotes a belief in
what may be possible and a view of ability that is flexible, not fixed. This whole school ethos
reflects the value we place on diversity and respect afforded to all individuals. Support for a
variety of needs is a collective whole school responsibility — all teachers are teachers of pupils
with individual needs.

Our Provision

At NHSG, we work with pupils who have a diverse range of needs, which may include, but is
not limited to:

e Dyslexia

e Working with memory difficulties

e Information processing needs

e Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

e Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC)

e Social skills

e Emotional regulation

e Sensory impairments, including visual and auditory difficulties
e Organisation difficulties and managing transitions

We take a graduated approach to supporting the needs of these pupils, who may have a formal
diagnosis, or may have been identified as needing extra support in a particular area by
themselves, their parents and carers, or NHSG staff. Although formal diagnosis can be helpful
in identifying needs and supporting pupils, each child is dealt with on an individual basis and
any learning needs will be supported in school and as best suits the individual.

There is a key focus on high quality classroom teaching, with subject teachers scaffolding tasks
and implementing a wide range of strategies that support progress for all learners and empower
all individuals to achieve their potential in the classroom. All our teachers are responsible for
planning and delivering a programme that adapts to individual needs, personalising their
teaching and providing constructive formative feedback to take account of the different learning
styles, abilities and preferences of individual pupils.

In agreement with parents and carers, pupils with additional needs are added to the school’s
SEND Register, which is managed by the school SENDCO, Mr Harrison. As part of this process,
each pupil on the SEND Register requiring an additional level of support, over and above quality
first teaching, is provided with an individual Learning Plan which is written in conjunction with
the pupil, whose input is vital in shaping their support at NHSG. The Learning Plan outlines the
pupil’s strengths, the challenges they face in school and key strategies and resources that



teachers can implement to help the pupil in the classroom. Each pupil on the SEND Register is
routinely monitored through the year by both the Academic Leadership Group (ALG) and the
Pastoral Leadership Group (PLG), and through formal meetings between the pupil and
SENDCO, to review their progress and Learning Plans.

In some instances where pupils find that they still struggle to make progress and achieve as
expected in lessons, through consultation with pupils and parents & carers, the school would
look to implement additional, more specialist provision to address the pupils’ learning needs.

This may include:

e Access to specific resources (e.g. the use of laptops or e-readers)

e Infervention programmes, such as Lexia

e Additional support from a Sixth Form Learning Coach or Staff Learning Mentor

e Small group study support sessions with the SENDCO

e Pastoral support, including access to the School Counsellor

o Small group interventions to address areas, such as social skills and emotional regulation

e Regular access to the Pastoral Hub, to allow for movement and/or sensory breaks, or
time out of lessons to enable pupils to utilize emotional regulation tools and strategies

e Referral to external specialists, including Educational Psychologists, learning support
agencies and sources of relevant support

e Assessment in school for exam access arrangements

For further information and a more detailed overview, please see the SEND Policy on the school
website.



